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~ Written by Ravi Varughese

Fellowship Coordinators

Women'’s Fellowship Kuryan T. Jacob
Youth Fellowship Dr. Korula Varghese
Sunday School David Mammen
Choir Aji Ninan

Individual In-charge

Altar Arrangements: Aji Ninan and David Mammen
Hospitality: Thomas Mathew and Joseph John
Security: Dr. Korula Varghese and Kuryan T. Jacob
Protocol Officers: Dr. Korula Varghese and Kuryan T. Jacob
Inventory: David Mammen and Kuryan T. Jacob
Purchasing: Kuryan T. Jacob and George Koshy
Maintenance: Aji Ninan and Joseph John
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Scripture Readings for October 2008

October 5

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 5:1-7

Psalm 80 or 80:7-14

Philippians 3:14-21

Matthew 21:33-43

Songs: Hymn 139, Hymn 470,
Hymn 371, Hymn 514

October 12

Twenty-second Sunday after
Pentecost

Isaiah 25:1-9

Psalm 23

Philippians 4:4-13

Matthew 22:1-14

Songs: Hymn 19, Hymn 422,
Lyric 125, Hymn 256

October 19

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 45:1-7

Psalm 96 or 96:1-9

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Matthew 22:15-22

Songs: Hymn 158, Hymn 422,
Hymn 298, Hymn 127

October 26

Twenty-fourth Sunday after
Pentecost

Exodus 22:21-27

Psalm 1

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

Matthew 22:34-46

Songs: Hymn 22, Hymn 284,
Hymn 262, Hymn 377

Every Sunday Worship Service is at 10:30am (unless otherwise noted)
Women's Fellowship begins at 9:30am the first 3 Sundays
Combined Bible Study, 4 Sunday of every month at 9:30am

October 2008
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Message from Achen
P&O0EWPUwOUUWUT T U1 1 w kel indrdbitleUThetdfbréne Wikluftw Y 1
fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the
sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains trembleat D U U wU b1 O

Psalms 46:1 -3
Dearly beloved in Christ,

In the midst of abruptness of the havoc of Hurricane Ike, the Lord enabled us
to experience His protection over us. After a major crisis or loss, life is back to
normalcy, even if for some it is never going to be the way it was before.

Former NATO Supreme Commander, General Wesley Clark, was
interviewed immediately after 9/11 and ended his comments with a haunting
U UOUDOOOW?6DOOWPT wi YI UwET wOT 1 wUEODI y
answertoti EQw@ U1l U0ODOO?2 Ow? (wi Ox1 wbOOUB »

The worst thing that could happen in every tragic situation is that, after all
the details are sorted out, and the pieces are picked up, that we would go
back to the way we were before. But we must ask ourselves, whether we
could remain the same. As a matter of fact, we must never be the same again.

In the midst of any situation, God desires to be our refuge, our strength, and

our help. God is our refuge even when what seems permanent is demolished.
When the world crashes in around us, God is still there, protecting us. The
POUEwW?UI i UT 1 »wOPUI UEOOawOl EOUwW? UOwi Ol
Ul EOw&OEWPEOUUwWOUwWwUOwUUOwWlOw' pOwi OUwx
that we can rely on His might when we feel weak and defenseless.

3T T wxT UBE”MUWOT U WI 1 Ox?2 wOl EOVUwWUT ECw&OE w
OPUI UEOOCawlOl EOUwWUOT EQw' 1 wi EVw?=xUOYI E~2 w
we can therefore trust in Him in the present. Because of this we do not have

tofl EUG w31 1 wpPOUEwW?UUOUEOI » wEEOQwWOI EOQOW?E
God is calling us today to not live in fear because He is our refuge, strength

and help.

(I waOEwPUwaOUUwUi i UT1T wEOEwWUUOUI 61 U1 Owa
He will do His part as you seek protection in Him.

Blessings and Peace to all In Christ - Roy Achen
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News You Can Use

October 5: General Body Meeting

October 11: Family Retreat, 9:30am ¢ 1pm

October 18: Sunday School Anniversary Program, 6pm (Guest

Speaker: Rev. Joseph JacobOw2 U8 w, EUa z UwCharthp EOw. U
Houston)

November 2: 20t Anniversary Celebration

Praise and Prayer

Praise God for:

&OEzUwUx1 EPEOQwxUOUI EUPOO W | QwU U wl
& O E zrddampon us to cope with the inconvenience caused by the
hurricane

&OEZUWEOOUDPOUEOwW! UPEEOGET wbOwUI T wot
All the families in the congregation

Ministry and service of all the organizations of our church.
3T TwxUOT UT UUwbOw3DOOUT aw2EOUIT Oz Uwi

Pray for:

The Family Retreat and Sunday School Anniversary program

The ministry and service of all the organizations in our church
&OEZUwWEOOUDPOUEOwWI UPEEOET wEOEwWOI EE
church.

Johnichayan and Thankamma Ammachi, as they are physically weak
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Wisdom from Women

Navigate Through Life’s Storms
By Ramani Mathew

We witnessed hurricane Ike that has wrecked havoc and brought terrible
devastation in many parts of Texas! As I was watching the tragic scenes - the
broken houses under water, people who lived in luxury lining up for food
and water, I began to think of the storms that we all face in our life at one
time or another - the storms in our financial life, the storms in our
relationships, the storms when we lose loved ones and the storms that risk
our life ¢ the winds and waves that will often threaten to capsize our boats!
Tragic events come into our life regardless of who we are and they sometime
strike suddenly.

Natural disasters are all around us. When our life is touched by pain and
suffering, it is normal for us to be filled with many questions. As I was

pondering on this, I came across these verses in Psalm 107:25-1 A 8 w? %O U w'
commanded and raised the stormy wind, which filled up the waves of the

Ul Ed2>w OPWEDEwWUT T wx1 OxaGsediviy) God> Thépsaludistd w U
saysOw? 31T | PUWEOUUET | wOl 001 EwEPEawbDOwUT |
OPOl WEUUOOEUEUOwWEOEwWPI Ul wEOwWUT I PUwPHU
EPUEUUI UUwWOI wi DUUDPEEOT w( Ol OwOOUlwoi wuU
plausible explanation. Many a times when tragedies strike us, courage seems

to melt away and faith undergoes a staggering experience.

(DwOEOI UwUUwWPOOET UWEUWUPOIT U w? ( Uw&OE W
the hope t Yes, indeed. God is in control. The psalm continues in verse 28,
231 1T Owlil awEUPTI EwOOwW&OEwWPOwWUT 1 PUwWOUOU

What is the purpose of the calamities in our life? Why does God want us to

go through them? Why is suffering an integral part of life? The questions are

Ol YI Uwl OEDPOT 6 www/ EVOOwWUT | wi Ul ECWExOUU
also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance and
endurance produces character, character produces hope and hOx I wgE O1 U0z
EPUExx OPOUwWUUWET EEUUIT w4 Lulkirtk Paulisuh® hlyl 6 »
x 1 UUOOwWPOwWUT T wUEUDxUUUI wpi OWEOUOEWEOE
ECEwWUxUPTT Uz wEUDTI EwOUU0wWPOwWUT 1T wOPEUUWO
) OOET whE] urgUH BEWE OE WE OT U & uhb Mighty pn@pihét vdd w, ¢
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*DOT w#EYPEOWUT T wei OUTI OwdOI OwEUDI EwdUU
me? But in the midst of these cries and complaints, there stood out a humble

but powerful spokesman for Christ-/ EUOOwUT I wEx OUUOI wUE a
the more gladly of my weaknesses. I am content with weaknesses, insults,

hardships, persecutions and calamities; for whenever I am weak, I am
U0UOOT 62 pl w" OUPOUT PEOUO whil 6 uy K&

God did not promise us days without pain, joy without sorrow and sunshine
without rain. But He did promise strength for the day and comfort for the

Ul EUUGw' T wxUOOPUI EOw?61 1 Owadlwx EWJwUT
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you. When you walk

through fire, you shall not be burned and the flame shall not consume you,

i OUw( WEOQwWUT T w+ OUEOwaOUUwW&OES?» wp( UEDET

As long as we travel our journey of life with Jesus, we are safe, secure and in
peace. We cannot command over the hurricanes and storms in our life and
calm them down. The disciples of Jesus in the boat could not do it either. But
when Jesus commanded the waves to be quiet, the peace that came from deep
within made the roaring waves calm down. When we believe and depend on
God, the peace stays with us, whatever may be the storms in our life. There is
no peace without faith.

Let hurricane Ike be one more experience in our life, and a continuing lesson
in our Christian walk, to stretch and mature our faith.

He who is the Bread of Life began His ministry hungering.

He who is the Water of Life ended His ministry thirsting.
Christ hungered as a man, yet fed the hungry as God.
He was weary, yet He is our rest.
He paid tribute, yet He is the King.
He was called a devil, but He cast out demons.
He prayed, yet He hears prayer.
He wept, and He dries our tears.
He was sold for thirty pieces of silver, yet He redeems sinners.
He was led as a lamb to His slaughter, yet He is the Good Shepherd.
He gave His life, and by dying He destroyed death.
-Author Unknown
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Holy Land Experience (Part VII)
By P.C. Chandy

Monday: February 25, 2008

We started from the hotel at 7:30 a.m. and traveled through the King Hussain
Highway. We reached the baptismal sites at the bank of the Jordan River. This
is the site where John the Baptist baptized Jesus. Some believe that John the
Baptist lived here in a cave. We walked on the banks of the Jordan River and
stepped into the water. The other side of the river is the state of Israel which is
surrounded by military towers.

We left the Jordan River and traveled deep into the desert to view a very old

40 miles frOOwW 0T | w2 EVUEPwW UEEDPEWEOUEI UWEOEwh
went back to our hotel in Amman in the evening after visiting some shopping
areas.

Tuesday: February 26, 2008

From our hotel, we boarded the bus which would take us to the Amman
airport. When the plane took off from Amman, we could see the lights from
the Holy City, Jerusalem, through the airplane window. The lights looked like
a guiding star calling us back to the Holy City, like the Magi when they came
to Jerusalem from the far east, and followed the star to Jesus.

We would like to thank our guide, Mr. Joseph, who is a walking Bible and
studied the Bible for 12 years. He knew the Bible from the Book of Genesis to
the Book of Revelations. He has a charming personality and will never be
forgotten.

The prayers of our Achen and church members allowed us to visit the Holy
Land and come back safely. The information included in this newsletter has
been obtained from our memories and literature received from holy sites.

Please continue to pray for Jerusalem, the Holy Land, and the Israeli and
Palestinian people alike. Thank you.
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Crossword

All of the answers to this crossword puzzle deal with the attributes of God or
His interaction with biblical leaders.

el

Across

3. Father of Isaac

6. Love in action

7. Winner's Place

9. Psalm 30:10 Be __tome
10. God's Word

Down

1. Made

2. The shepherd king

4. John 1:1 In the __

5. Jehovah Jirah My ___
6. Losers place

8. Fair

9. He saw a burning bush

October 2008
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For Private circulation only
Published by St. Thomas CSI Church of Greater Houston
For clarifications, corrections and contributions,
Please contact Rev Roy Varghese via email at
rev.roy.v@gmail.com
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