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~ Written by Ravi Varughese

Fellowship Coordinators

Women'’s Fellowship Kuryan T. Jacob
Youth Fellowship Dr. Korula Varghese
Sunday School David Mammen
Choir Aji Ninan

Individual In-charge

Altar Arrangements: Aji Ninan and David Mammen
Hospitality: Thomas Mathew and Joseph John
Security: Dr. Korula Varghese and Kuryan T. Jacob
Protocol Officers: Dr. Korula Varghese and Kuryan T. Jacob
Inventory: David Mammen and Kuryan T. Jacob
Purchasing: Kuryan T. Jacob and George Koshy
Maintenance: Aji Ninan and Joseph John
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Scripture Readings for November 2008

November 2

Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Micah 3:5-12

Psalm 43

1 Thessalonians 2:9-13, 17-20
Matthew 23:1-12

Songs: Hymn 61, Hymn 407,
Hymn 591, Hymn 381

November 16

Twenty-seventh Sunday after
Pentecost Isaiah 45:1-7
Zephaniah 1:7,12-18

1 Thessalonians 5:1-10
Matthew 25:14-15,19-29
Psalm 90 or 90:1-8,12

Songs: Hymn 57, Hymn 400,
Hymn 622, Hymn 536

November 30

First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 64:1-9a

1 Corinthians 1:1-9
Mark 13:(24-32)33-37
Psalm 80 or 80:1-7

November 9

Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Amos 5:18-24

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

Psalm 70

Songs: Hymn 25, Hymn 198,
Lyric 222, Hymn 241

November 23

Last Sunday after Pentecost
Ezekiel 34:11-17

1 Corinthians 15:20-28
Matthew 25:31-46

Psalm 95:1-7

Songs: Hymn 62, Hymn 399,
Hymn 500, Hymn 698

Songs: Hymn 196, Hymn 369, Hymn 616, Hymn 557

Every Sunday Worship Service is at 10:30am (unless otherwise noted)
Women's Fellowship begins at 9:30am the first 3 Sundays
Combined Bible Study, 4 Sunday of every month at 9:30am

November 2008
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Message from Achen

Dearly beloved in Christ,

When I turn and look back at my spiritual journey, it is amazing to realize

that the month of November had made a great impact in my life. November
hhwl EVWET 1 OWOEUOI EwPOw" T UDUUPEOwW" EOI O
our attention is on Halloween rather than All Hallow ¢ All Saints.

The name of my own parish in my little village is All Saints Church. This
church has nurtured me spiritually in the making of future pastor. I owe a
great deal to my parish. When I was doing my theological education in the
seminary, I was assigned to do practical experience at All Saints Church,
Pune. Under the guidance of the late Rev. David Gabriel, I learned the art of
preaching and methods of conducting worship service.

The inscription on the prison walls still ringing in my mind, ? $ Y1 Ua w U I
Il EUWEwWxEVUOWEOE wWI Y1 Ua wU pHaghinGtwés unky gyl U |
subject to discuss about the past and the future ¢ sinners and saints.

My first full time parish was All Saints Church, Malabar Hill, Bombay. After
spending more than four years with all sinners (prisoners), it was such a
great shift to be with all saints.

November 1, makes me to travel back to the memories and enjoy
recollecting those experiences - both good and bad. The irony is I could not
find any saints in all these places except in the stain glass of the churches.

There is much confusion about the meaning of the word "saint." This
confusion is due, in part, to movies about the Roman Catholic "canonization
of saints," as well as to a resurgence of interest in books about "the lives of
the saints" or painted pictures of the saints such as icons. But in reality, a
saint is simply a human being, living or dead, that God has chosen for
eternal life, and upon whom God has lavished his grace.

The word saint is the English form of the Latin word for "holy," This means
a set apart person for the exclusive use of God and consecrated to Him.

A saint, then, is a human being who belongs to God, who has been set apart
from the world by the Blood of Jesus Christ, shed on a cross. Next time
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when we say the creed that we believe in the communion of saints, think for
a moment, have we been set apart by the blood of Christ.

Blessings and Peace to all In Christ - Roy
Achen

News You Can Use

e November 2: World Sunday School Day

e November 8: Sports Picnic, 9a-4p

e November 23: 20" Anniversary Celebration & Confirmation Service
(led by Most Rev. Dr. J.W. Gladstone), 9a

¢ November 30: Family Thanksgiving Holy Communion Service
e ** House-to-House Caroling starts November 28th

Congratulations Sunny and Anila!

Sunny and Anila are blessed with a baby boy. Alex
Zechariah Verghese was born on Sunday (Oct 19th)
night. The mother and baby are fine and back home.
Timothy and Isaac are excited to welcome their baby brother.

Very. Rev. I. C. Kurian

Very Rev.I.C.KURIAN, former Diocesan Treasurer, Missionary of parkal
Mission and father in-law of Bishop Rt. Rev.Dr. B.S.Devamani and father of
Rev.Dr.Christopher Kurian went to be with the Lord on Thursday (30th)
morning.

The St. Thomas family expresses our heart-felt condolence to the family of
Rev. I. C.Kurian Achen. Praise God for his dedicated service and ministry in
the vineyard of our Lord. Truly, he victoriously finished his race and gone
to receive his crown. We pray for all the members of the family as they
experience the absence of beloved achen. May the Lord of all comfort
strengthen them with the assurance that achen is present with the Lord.
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Happy Thanksgiving
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Praise and Prayer

Praise God for:

The Family Retreat lead by Rev. Joseph Mathew, Atlanta

Sunday school anniversary

&OEzUwi EPOT T UOOI UUWUT ECwhT wl Bx1 UP
All achens and church leaders who were instrumental for the

growth of our church

All the members in our congregation

Pray for:

World Sunday school Sunday

Sports picnic

20t anniversary and the Confirmation Service

Family Thanksgiving Service

House-to-house carol singing and Advent programs
Presidential election on November 4

All the families in the Church and their diverse needs

Mr. TimoUT a w2 EQUI Oz Uwi 1 EOUT 6 w
Johnichayan and Thankamma Ammachi, as they are physically
weak

Planning Committee

The following are the elected members of the planning committee.

Mr. Mathew Davidson

Mr. Kuruvilla George

Mr. Sajan Koshy

Mrs. Sbeeba Ninan

Mr. Vijay Thomas Oommen
Mr. Ravi Varughese Pulimoottil
Mr. Thomas P Thomas
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Wisdom from Women
Cracked Pot

In our homes we have many types of vessels. Some are very precious to us
and are kept in a safe place only to be used on very special occasions. Other
vessels are cracked and chipped from much service. Somehow, we just can't
bear to discard these "old friends". Maybe, if we really stop to think about it,
these old cracked pots are more precious to us than those that we keep on
the shelf.

Regardless of their condition, they are all vessels that serve our purpose.
Each has a use and is helpful in accomplishing the tasks that we need to
complete. Several times, the Bible refers to our bodies as being vessels.

God has chosen us (our bodies) to be vessels for Him. He has manifested
His grace by choosing lowly earthen vessels to house the precious Holy
Spirit of God. Chemically, our bodies and the clay pot are composed of the
same elements. They are both made of "dirt". "And the LORD God formed
man of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life; and man became a living soul" (Genesis2:7). We are not bodies with
souls; we are living souls with bodies. We are God's special creation, created
in His image for the purpose of doing His work on earth through the power
of the Holy Spirit who indwells our bodies. "But we have this treasure in
earthly vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of
us" (I Corinthians 4:7).

The Master doesn't discard broken vessels, but He does remold them to
make them fit for His use. He isn't looking for beautiful vessels that only sit
on the shelf. He isn't interested in vessels that have self-cleaning capacities
because only He can make a vessel perfectly clean. God wants a vessel that
is empty of self and pliable enough to yield to His will. Through the Word
of God, He begins to mold us to conform us to the image of Christ. The
more we yield to Him, the more useful we become for the cause of Christ.

Just as the potter molds the clay, God molds us on the wheel of life.
Sometimes our circumstances seem to totally "flatten" us to the wheel. We
feel as if we are just lying there like a big worthless lump. But we know that
though the situation seems bleak, the Potter has us in His skillful hands,
lovingly molding us into more useful vessels.
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Most try to jump off the Potter's wheel when the molding process becomes
painful, and it does become painful! God uses the painful times in our lives
to bring the Scriptures to life. We experience the truth of God's promises
and learn to heed His warnings. . . if we don't jump off the wheel! How
could we ever expect to experience God's grace and mercy if we never really
needed to trust Him? But as we truly yield to the Potter, we begin to
understand the truth of Romans 8:28, "And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose.” "When I cry unto thee, then shall mine enemies
turn back: this I know; for God is for me" (Psalm 56:9)

Today is an excellent time to examine your vessel. Maybe your vessel is
broken--shattered by sin. Jesus, the Master Potter, has paid the penalty for
sin for you. He has made you perfect in the sight of God. You need only to
trust in Him--receive all that He has done for you.

Perhaps you are guilty of letting your vessel gather dust. Christ died for all
of our sins and rose again that we might walk in newness of life. We are His
hands and feet on earth today, and there is much work that needs to be
done through us. Jesus has commanded us to spread the Gospel to all the
world. It is high time to heed I Corinthians15:34, "Awake to righteousness,
and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your
shame."

Maybe your vessel is worn from much use. This is the kind that is close to
the heart of God. The Word of God cautions us, "And let us not be weary in
well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Galatians 6:9).
The Word of God also promises, "But they that wait upon the LORD shall
renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall
run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint" (Isaiah 40:31).

Whatever the condition of your vessel, Jesus will supply all your need. "But
my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Jesus
Christ" (Philippians 4:19). Have you yielded your life to the Master Potter
today?

-Princess

Page 10 November 2008



Thanksgiving
Word Search
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1995 The Kid's Domain
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free for non-profit use - enjoy!
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Please contact Rev Roy Varghese via email at
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